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Last October, during Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month, the BSWPA aligned with Adagio Health to 
put on a great show at Cefalo’s in Carnegie. The idea 
came about during the IBC’s at Cefalo’s last year. 
My sister, LouAnn, who is with Adagio Health 
suggested that we get a few bands together and do 
the show together at Cefalo’s. We asked Miss 
Freddie that night and she eagerly agreed.  
We were off to a good start even before we knew if 
Lenny Cefalo would agree to it. Of course, he came 
through…once again. It took awhile and a lot of help 
from many individuals including the BSWPA board 

and Judy McKeg who made and donated a great 
looking quilt. The generosity of the wonderful 
musicians was overwhelming who once again gave 
their time and their talent to entertain the crowd for 
the mere gratitude of the fans and the knowledge that 
the money was going to a good cause.  
The show was called, “The Blues Go Pink.” The 
funds collected went to Adagio to help women who 
could not afford getting tested for breast cancer. The 
entertainers included: Pamela Bick and the 
Warehouse Blues Band, The Sweaty Betty Blues 
Band, Jill West and Blues Attack, Jill Simmons and 
Andrea Pearl, The Patti Spadaro Band, Katie Simone 
and Miss Freddie and Blue Faze. The highlight of the 
evening was The All-Girl Band. This band was 
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THE BLUES GO PINK 



comprised of Annie Friedland, Patti Spadaro, Andrea 
Iglar, Tedi Mason and Rhonda Watson. They each 
sang as well as played and had guests perform with 
them. It was a treat to watch and listen to these ladies 
and all of the wonderful performers.  
So again, I want to thank everyone who gave time, 
talent, money and input of any kind to make this a 
wonderful day for everyone. I know that I have said 
this before, but I am constantly amazed at the 
wonderful people associated with the blues in this 
town: from the club owners to the musicians to the 
BSWPA members and fans. I think that I speak for the 
whole board in saying that …you people make 
everything we do worthwhile. Thanks again.  
 
~ Don Vecchio 
 
 
 
The "All about the Blues Tour" steamed into 
Pittsburgh on a sunny morning in late February. After 
many, many calls, many emails, many 
mailings…finally, Fruteland Jackson, (blues musician, 
blues educator, and blues historian), brought his Blues 
101 program to four schools in the Pittsburgh area. 
Approximately five hundred students were given the 
opportunity to witness the acoustic blues presentation 
that provided the basics of blues music and blues 
history. Why Blues in the Schools? It is a chance to 
blend cultures, increase a student’s creativity, build 
self-esteem and give a sense of accomplishment to 
students during their formative years.  
The big question was “What are the blues?” Fruteland 
explained that it was not about always being sad. The 
engaging performer/instructor said, “When you hear 
the blues, it lets you know that you are not alone and 
someone has been where you are.” Fruteland 
emphasized that the blues “was real facts of life and 
living.” He added that Blues is a medium to express or 
transmit emotions.  
The students learned that blues is over one hundred 
years old and that it is the root of all the music in the 
United States. After being given a demonstration of 
the three types of blues songs: field holler songs, work 
songs and religious songs, the students also were 
shown how the basic beats of blues have been 
formulated into rap, country, hip hop and electric 
blues. “All musical styles stand on the shoulders of the 

blues.” The five-note scale evolved into many forms 
of music. The presentation included the background of 
W.C Handy, father of the blues. It took the children 
through the many threads of musical history and made 
it known that Handy had once led an orchestra, fell in 
love to the beat of the blues, and then composed and 
published the first blues song, Memphis Blues, in 
1912. Many other musicians were discussed and 
musical excerpts were included.  

Those threads of 
history were 
sewn together 
with a lesson in 
economics to 
illustrate how the 
plantation 
workers started 
migrating to 
large cities  

during the industrialization of the United States. The 
images of the primitive folk songs of the South made 
way for the Piedmont Blues with their bass and 
rhythm to the urbanization of the Blues in Chicago 
and other cities. When the musicians in the city 
“plugged” in, the Bluesman was born and got their 
“groove” started. They went from being an acoustic 
act or a one-man band to being a part of a band that 
had lead guitars and base guitars with amplifiers that 
could play to larger audiences. Blues got “cranked up” 
into fast “Boogie Woogie” in the 1950’s. Fruteland 
said that it was a little like rap…scratch the record and 
making mouth sounds. New sounds were starting to 
blend with the Blues. There was a fusion of the 
various blends of music: jazz, county and the blues. 
Fruteland explained that Jimmy Rodgers, the father of 
country music, once said, “Everybody is weird.” He 
added that some people sleep on the floor and some 
sleep in a bed; some people have hair and some are 
bald. He talked about how some people in the 1950’s 
said that the blues was the devil’s music. Fruteland 
was emphatic when he said, “different does not mean 
bad.” The students applauded in agreement.  
Fruteland ended his presentation with, “If you can’t 
explain your music then rethink your music.”  
The BSWPA would like to thank: Jimmy Adler for his 
assistance at CAPA, Chris Howard for assistance at 
the Wilkinsburg Middle School, Ron Essor for the use 
of Moondog’s, Jeff Kearns for filming, Bubs McKeg 

April 2009                     Issue 2, Volume 3 

BSWPA Newsletter        Keeping the Blues Alive in Western Pennsylvania 

ALL ABOUT THE BLUES  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Always looking for an adventure, I “strongly” 
encouraged Jim to drive by Red’s early that Saturday 
afternoon. It was just one street over from Main Street 
and one block over from Ground Zero. What a 
difference that one block made! In the afternoon 
sunshine, all of the warts and bruises were exposed. 
Red’s was a decrepit, little building in a seedy looking 
neighborhood. Yup, that is just the kind of place 
where a not-so-smart tourist goes when he is out of 
town. Red’s was now the remnants of an old red brick 
ranch style home that had boards covering the 
window. Graffiti markings slashed its outer shell. 
There was a BBQ smoker sitting on the tired front 
“porch.” The roof sagged. The concrete was uneven 
and litter graced the front entrance. Yes, it was 
frightening. The more that I heard about Red’s, I knew 
that somehow I had to win the campaign to go there. 
Jim had that “look”…drat! It was going to be an uphill 
battle at best.  
Later that afternoon, we ran into Dusty, the 
photographer, outside of Cat’s on Clarksdale’s main 
street. (Cat’s was a business on Main that had joined a 
cooperative to sponsor the Sunflower Festival that was 
happening that weekend.) We learned that Dusty had 
chosen not to go to the Delta Groove Festival at 
Ground Zero. He had gone to Super Chickan’s Place 
at the Bluesberry Café (another infamous juke joint in 
Clarksdale). Dusty said that it was a “smoking’ good 
time” at the Chickan’s Place. I then asked about 
Red’s. Dusty stopped in his tracks and got a big smile 
on his face. “You gotta go to Red’s. Everyone goes 
there. We’ll be there tonight. The Spoon Man will be 
there and they are going to be doing some recording. 
Man, it’s a good time and a cool place!” THE SPOON 
MAN…???  
Jim’s fate was sealed. We headed to Red’s on that 
fateful Saturday night. We got there around 7:30 for 
the 8:30 taping. An urgent alert came in from Super 
Chickan’s around 9:15. The warning said that heavy 
rains were on the way and that five tornadoes were 
touching down fifteen miles away. Val Scott and I 
looked at each other. We both frowned while 
contemplating our plight. We just laughed and 
shrugged. After all, …it was Saturday night and where 
else did we have to go. If a tornado hit, at least we 
would be having a good time.  
The Mississippi Spoon Man was the headliner that 
evening with Big Jack Johnson sitting in. Carla, a 
quiet female in her early twenties, played the bass and 

for sitting in at the concert, Donna Bennet for her 
assistance at the show, Gateway to the Arts for their 
assistance in attaining the schools and to everyone 
who worked hard to make this happen. It was a great 
day for the blues in Western Pennsylvania.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The old wooden door swung open, rain soaked people 
trudged into the inner darkness of the old juke joint. 
Out side the wind was furiously howling. The horrific 
bursts of thunder were bone chilling. Lightning 
illuminated the outside landscape. It was definitely not 
a night to be out and about trying to brave the 
elements to see the filming of a local blues band.  
“Everybody goes to Red’s.” That was the refrain that 
we heard everywhere we turned that weekend. Red’s 
was known as the prime “juke joint” in the area. 

GOING DOWN TO RED’S 
 
“If the house is a rockin’, don’t bother 
knockin’…just go right on in!”  
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had a foot peddle that controlled the drums. 
Occasionally, she would hit the symbols for added 
effects. What a site! She had a lot to do…no wonder 
she was so serious! The Spoon Man, a confirmed 
extrovert, slapped teak spoons on his knees, had bells 
strapped to his ankles and tapped his feet to enable all 
the sounds to meld together. This was definitely an 
unusual experience!  
 

The inside 
walls had 
been removed 
in the tiny, 
1950’s house, 
making it into 
one large 
room. The 
wood paneled 
exterior walls  

on the left side of the building were lined with 
couches. An eight-foot bar lined the right side of the 
“room”. The entrance was at the end of the bar. The 
bar was accessorized with fur-covered stools that were 
only two foot tall. (I figured that it was a shorter fall 
when you fell off the stool). There was an old large, 
white Frigidaire behind the bar. The drink menu was 
short. The options were sodas or “pounder” cans of 
beer. The ceiling was another unusual site. The entire 
span had layers upon layers of heavy clear plastic 
nailed to the ceiling. It sagged and groaned with debris 
that was trying to fall through it.  
People filed in, people filed out. Each was seeking 
refuge; all were searching for the music. As Marcia 
Ball has written, “We were riding out the storm.” The 
blistering flashes, the severe booms and the heavy 
torrents of rain intensified. Every time the wooden 
door opened, Val and I shivered from the blustery, 
chilling winds. Soon, steady streams of water were 
coming down from the sagging ceiling. “Some” of us 
were sizing up our odds…Take our chances in the 
storm or get hit with the burgeoning ceiling when it 
came down. The plastic ceiling was succumbing to the 
water and debris. It began to sink lower and lower. It 
was holding back about a foot of “stuff” that looked 
dark brown. If it let loose, we would most likely not 
survive the impact or suffer from the bacterial buildup 
that had been living in that dilapidated ceiling. Despite 
the worry, it was business as usual. Red, the owner, 
just started wheeling out carts, positioning them to 

catch the rain. This looked like a procedure that was 
an ongoing effort. Red handed out buckets and cups. 
Soon, everyone was holding something to catch the 
dirty water. Red was hustling back and forth emptying 
out the water. He kept shaking his head and 
mumbling, “Bad night, bad night.”  
The Spoonman soon had a steady stream coming 
down on him. He moved and actually caught some of 
the rain with his spoons. The energy was high and 
everyone was on “deck” for a rollicking good time. 
Carla, the lady with lots to do, eyed the streams of 
water that kept sprouting from the ceiling. Soon, it 
was creating streams onto her electric equipment. She 
never missed a beat but her eyes got wider and wider. 
I feared that she would soon be electrocuted. Someone 
finally got up and helped her move the equipment. As 
the evening went on, the streams from the ceiling 
multiplied and got heavier. It was certainly an 
interesting way to watch a performance. Val and I 
laughed as we juggled our drinks and our cups to 
gather the rainwater.  

We had to 
move several 
times 
because we 
were getting 
wet and 
wetter by the 
moment. It 
was an 
intimate 
setting that 
lone evening  

in Clarksdale. The fury raged outside and the music 
feverishly went on inside. The evening finally came to 
an end. I think it was something about a malfunction 
in the recording equipment. We said our goodbyes and 
ventured out into the darkness… We had just braved 
Red’s and were trying to make our way through the 
flooded streets and downed power lines. The next 
morning, the sun was up and the sky was clear once 
more. The storm was long gone, the waters were 
slowly receding, and to our amazement, the little red 
brick house was still standing…the storm had huffed 
and puffed but Red’s could not be blown down.  
 
~ Jonnye Weber 
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It has been almost two years since Paul delay passed 
away. I still miss him. I miss him like too many 
friends who are no longer with us. The odd thing is: I 
have never met him. I only know him through his 

music. That is pretty powerful when you think about 
it.  
I first discovered him on an Evidence sampler. It was 
his destiny to be a classic, “Fourteen Dollars in the 
Bank.” I was instantly hooked. It had a wry sense of 
humor to it that I find irresistible…not to mention 
great vocals, a top-notch band and oh yeah, that harp! 
The harp was played in a way that I’d never heard 
before. Totally unique! There after, I sought out 
anything that I could find by him. Paul delay was a 
triple threat...great vocalist, songwriter and awesome 
harpist. Nobody plays like Paul delay-nobody. His 
style was so totally his own. I can think of very few 
people who even try to copy him, let alone play like 
him. He had this humor about him, sometimes self-
deprecating. That made you take an instant liking to 
him. He told about his life in his songs. Sometimes, he 
did it with a wink and a nudge. Sometimes he did it 
with deep heartfelt singing of regrets, joys and 
everything else life hands you. He certainly paid his 
dues. Reformed alcoholic, reformed coke head, Paul 
delay has lived a bluesman’s life. At one point, his 
drinking was so bad that when he went to the liquor 
store for a fifth of vodka, he would also buy a small 
airport bottle that he could drink on the way home. He 
quelled his drinking by turning to cocaine.  

He eventually 
was convicted of 
cocaine 
trafficking and 
served time in 
federal prison. He 
started turning his 
life around while 
he awaited 
sentencing. In 
prison he started 
writing more 
songs while his 
band continued 
on as the No 
Delay Band. 
Things really 
started to roll 
after his prison 
stint. He had a  

gouge following in the Pacific Northwest. So good 
that he rarely left the area. He literally played on 
Saturday and died on Tuesday- of undiagnosed 

April 2009                     Issue 2, Volume 3 

BSWPA Newsletter        Keeping the Blues Alive in Western Pennsylvania 

 

REMEMBERING PAUL 
DELAY  

REMEMBER TO RENEW YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP! 
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We went, we saw, we experienced, and we were 
proud. During the 25th Annual Blues Challenge in 
Memphis, Tennessee, the Blues Society of Western 
PA was done proud with their entries, Nothin’ But 
Trouble and Bubs McKeg. NBT played well and their 
showmanship proved attention getting. “John the 
Revelator” echoed up and down Beale Street to 
amazed audiences. Although they did not place, they 
did get some offers for future endeavors during their 
stay that eventful weekend.  
 

leukemia! I am writing this because I feel that more 
people need to discover him. Because he rarely left 
home, he seems to have flown “under the radar.” Harp 
players are aware of him but general blues lovers seem 
to have missed him. He was a great singer and his 
band is great. They play very “out of the box” blues. 
They are always throwing little surprises at you. To 
get your feet wet, I recommend any one of three CDs. 
“Nice and Strong” has “Fourteen Dollars in the Bank” 
on it. “Ocean of Tears” was his first post prison 
release. On the gospel tinged, “I Win,” listen to him 
hold that note to the end. Whew! “delay Does 
Chicago” is as close as he gets to “traditional” blues. 
(It has one of my all time favorite harp solos.)  
Anyone of those will give you a good introduction. 
However, “Chicago” has a different band. I am really 
enamored with the band on the other two. Do not let 
that steer you away from “Chicago,” it has its merits, 
too. But wait…there is “Take it from the Turnaround” 
with “The Other One” and “Just This One.” Aw, I do 
not know if I could choose just one. Hopefully, you 
will feel the same way once you have heard, Paul 
Delay.  
 
Selected Discography:  
Ocean of Tears Evidence ECD26079-2  
Nice and Strong Evidence ECD26091-2  
Delay Does Chicago Evidence ECD26101-2  
Heavy Rotation  
Take It From The Turnaround Evidence ECD26076-2  
Last of The Best  
 
~ Rich “Tuck” Majeran 
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ON THE ROAD … 25th 
ANNUAL BLUES CHALLENGE 
IN MEMPHIS, TN 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pig on Beale was the venue allotted to our solo  
representative, 
Bubs McKeg. 
He wowed the 
audiences in 
that club. The 
clapping and 
cheering were 
resounding. 
Bubs was 
chosen to  

compete in the Solo/Duo Finals at the ornate Orpheum 
Theater. After a mishap with his guitar the morning of 
the event and the maintenance engineer from the 
Doubletree howling at the turn of events to repair his 
beloved guitar, Bubs took center stage when his name 
was called. He stood enveloped in the large darkness 
of that massive stage with the spotlight shining down 
on his lone figure. His voice soared through that 
amazing theater. It was loud and clear and tugged at 
the listeners’ inner souls. His song, “Edna,” (penned 
during his hospital stay last year) was the talk of Beale 
Street. While the others had songs that talked about 
“getting up in the morning” and other such familiar  

blues phrases, 
Bubs gave an 
insightful look 
into someone 
else’s 
misfortune. At 
the end of that 
wonderful 
song, everyone 
felt Edna’s 
suffering and 
pain at the turn  

of events that had seized her life. The room was 
emotionally quiet as everyone absorbed the depths of 
that submission. Bubs did not place first or second. 
However, Bubs placed first in many hearts during that 
weekend. The compliments were many and the blues 
lovers that had come from around the world shared 
their heartfelt appreciation.  
 
Miss Freddie and Blue Faze, a Pittsburgh based band, 
was the representative for the West Virginia Blues 
Society. Blue Faze stormed the 152 Club. We were 
very proud and amazed at the professionalism and the 
polish that  

their 
performance 
gave to the 
eager fans. 
The BSWPA 
fans and the 
WVBS as 
well as the 
many others 
who packed 
the club on 
those two 
days of 
competition 
supported 
them. The  

enthusiasm was contagious!  
 
Although there were no winners according to the 
“official scorecards,” there were no losers in the lot. 
All of the participants scored first with their 
determination to give their best to an appreciative 
crowd that had come from the many parts of the globe 
to see, experience and enjoy.  
 
~ Jonnye Weber 
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2660 Library Road 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15234 

412-882-8000 
 

Large comfortable atmosphere 
for your dining, drinking and 

listening pleasure. 
 

Ample parking---perfect for your 
catered events 

 
Live Blues Jam on Sunday nights 

8:00 till 12:00 
Hosted by Smilin’ Dave 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

jam.” The wonderful voice and musical 
instrumentation on her CDs belies her tremendous 
warmth and boundless energy during her stage 
performance!  
 
Jonnye: Everyone has a story and the Blues 
Community relishes every story. You started with a 
1930’s swing band and then spent two years studying 
R&B with Root Boy Slim. You combined those 
experiences with boogie, modern jazz and blended 
that with rock. You keep “upping the bar” for 
yourself and have developed new "textures" in your 
music. Is that ever-evolving “change” the factor that 
keeps you creative? …Or is it to keep your audience's 
interest piqued.... or does the combination of both 
keep you motivated? Where do you think that your 
changes will take you next?  
Deanna: The basic need to create seems to be it’s 
own driving force for some and many times 
outweighs the fear that can go along with it. I do not 
write with an audience in mind- for better or for 
worse. If I am into it, there is a better chance that they 
will be too…and for the right reasons. I have no idea 
where the changes and detours of life will take me 
next. I seem to have a bit of a love affair with the 
great unknown. It kind of works for me…stress and 
all.  
J: You have been quoted as having said, "You can 
not have magic unless you risk the train wrecks." Do 
you have any advice/stories to share with us about 
life's lessons?  
D: That just means to not be afraid and to let go and 
fly. If you trust yourself and the people around you, 
where you can go and the heights you can reach can 
be pure magic. You can certainly have magic without 
train wrecks but that just seems to be my own 
personal portal. I need help.  
J: Do you have advice for aspiring artists concerning 
the "Train wrecks" of life in general or in the world of 
music?  
D: Tough patches will happen from time to time. 
Remember…you can always pick yourself up and 
keep going, hopefully wiser. Amazing moments will 
happen from time to time. Remember to enjoy them 
and milk them for as long as you can. Making your 
living as an artist is a crapshoot. It can be very 
challenging, discouraging and utterly fulfilling. 
Sometimes, it is just downright painful. Just fly as 
“smart” as you can. Know what’s around you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The van had just pulled up in the backstage area at the 
Heritage Music Fest last August in Wheeling, West 
Virginia. The door flung open and out burst Deanna 
Bogart, a smile on her face and a contagious laugh 
floating in the air. There was Jim Weber with his arms 
open and waiting for her to walk into his “infamous” 
hug. Demurely, I whispered to Deanna, “Do you mind 
if I get a picture with you? I want to remind him that I 
am the other woman in his life.” Deanna laughed 
uproariously and graciously agreed. The music festival 
had suddenly taken on a new life when Deanna burst 
onto the stage and brought the heat-crazed blues fans 
to life. She sizzled and the crowd was dancing, 
clapping and laughing in an enjoyable frenzy. Later 
that night, Ms. Bogart joined the after jam that 
included Nick Moss, Kilborn Alley … wow, what a 
show! It brought a new life and meaning to the “after-
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BAND   … TALKING WITH 
DEANNA BOGART  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

J: Being from Maryland, do you have any 
recommendations on the best crab joint?  
D: I do. Let me know when you are coming down. 
(Deanna said that she liked my questions!) 
 
Jim W. talked with Deanna and commented: It seems 
like everyone of your CDs is on a new label but you 
are back on Blind Pig . You were named 
“Instrumentalist of the Year” at the Music Awards 
because of your extraordinary talent on piano and 
sax…and also your writing. I think that sometimes 
your vocal are overlooked because of your musical 
talents as in Blue by Night. (Thanks for the hugs at the 
Billstown Festival)  
D: I do not let that worry me. I have enough positives 
from the Blues. 
 
Look for Deanna’s new CD, “11th hour,” that will be 
coming out soon on Vista Records. It includes a duet 
with Tommy Castro on “Love and Attention.”  
 
~ Jonnye Weber  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Educate yourself, take care of business, have friends 
and a valued personal life and be emotionally self-
sufficient… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
J: I understand that you were on the 2008 
Bluesapalooza tour in December. Did you prepare 
differently for that tour? Who was on your tour with 
you? Did the tour, itself, and those audiences differ 
from the audiences in the states or in Europe. What 
experiences or impressions did you “take away” from 
your trip to entertain the troops?  
D: I thought that I was prepared. I charted out 
Shemekia Copeland and Michael Burks’ tunes, 
brought my Timberlands, extra reeds, adaptors for my 
“oh-so-important” hair appliances. Duh…I did not 
have a clue. It turned out that a pocket light, water, 
power bars, my horn and clean underwear were all 
that I really needed. All that really mattered was the 
people and the music. From home, I supported the 
troops, of course, regardless of political leanings. It’s 
different when you are there and see what day-to-day 
life is like in these situations. Those people give way 
more than I knew for many reasons. Once that I had 
embraced the “true mission,” (as Steve Simon says), it 
was both enlightening and purifying.  
J: What performers do you listen to in your free time? 
Who do you try to pattern yourself or your music 
after? What are your plans for the future?  
D: a) Today, I listened to Glenn Gould, Steely Dan, 
Nina Simone, Sonny Terry & Brownie McGhee, 
Jimmy Smith, Joe Jackson and Ray Charles. b) None 
in particular, although I am certainly influenced by the 
musicians that I find inspiring and moving. c) My 
plans for the future are to have one. Oh, and write a 
concerto, take flying lessons, walk the spiral jetty, see 
the pyramids, raft the Colorado in the Grand Canyon, 
go to Rome, take Alix to see the Northern Lights, 
write a book, work out more…  
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Little E's "Where Music Happens" 
949 Liberty Avenue Upper Level 

Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
412-392-2217 

www.littleesjazz.com 
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BLUES TRIVIA  
Match the performer 's 

stage name with their real name.  
 

1) McKinley Morganfield  
2) Bill Homans  
3) James Lane 

4) Chester A. Burnett  
5) Amos Blackmore  

6) Cora Walters  
7) Elias Bates  

8) Henry St. Clair Fredricks  
9) Jamesetta Hawkins  
10) Mac Rebennack  

 
 

A) Etta James  
B) Bo Diddly  

C) Muddy Waters  
D) Watermelon Slim  

E) Taj Mahal  
F) Jimmy Rogers  
G) Howlin Wolf  
H) Koko Taylor  

I) Dr.John  
J) Junior Wells 

 
(Answers are on the last page)  

How well do you know your blues history? 
 
Chester Arthur Burnett was a larger-
than-life figure from West Point, MS, 
who became one of the defining pillars 
of Chicago blues, scoring numerous hit 
records of songs composed by 
legendary songwriter Willie Dixon.  
What was Burnett’s stage name, and 
which of these songs was not written by 
Dixon? 

a. “House Rockin” Blues 
b. “Spoonful” 
c. “Little Red Rooster” 
d. “Back Door Man” 
e. “I Ain’t Superstitious” 

 
Answer is at the end of the newsletter. 
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2009 Blues Challenge Finals 
Sunday, April 26, 2009, 2:00 pm 

MOONDOG’S 
378 Freeport Road 

Blawnox, PA 15230, Phone: (412) 828-2040 
 

The winning bands from the Kendrews and D'Vine Wine competitions 
will compete for the coveted $1000 prize. The solo/duo acts will compete 

at Moondog's on the day of the finals.  
 

The winning solo/duo will be awarded 
$500. Both the winning band and the winning solo/duo will have the opportunity 

to compete in Memphis in 2010 to represent the BSWPA.  
 

Come out and join the fun! 
The places will be sizzling with the best twenty 

minutes that each band has to give. 
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Sunday, May 31, 2009 
 
 

The Blues Society of Western Pennsylvania in conjunction with the VA Pittsburgh Healthcare 
System MOVE! (Managing overweight/obesity in veterans and employees) Team, will host an afternoon of 

music to benefit Veterans! 
 

Lawrenceville Moose 
120 51st StreetPittsburgh, PA 15201  

2:00 pm - 6:00 pm - $10 admission (includes five free Chinese auction tickets) 
...all proceeds will benefit the Fisher House.Chinese auction and 50/50 raffles will be held... all proceeds will 

benefit the Fisher House.Food will be available for purchase at a nominal fee. 
 

The Blues Society of Western Pennsylvania will co-sponsor a concert to benefit the Fisher House. A Fisher 
House is to veterans and their families as what the Ronald McDonald house is to children and their families. 
Veterans who will undergo lengthy and intensive rehabilitation at the VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System will 
have an opportunity to stay with their families, for much needed support, at the Fisher House, which will be 

built on VA property in Oakland. 
 

THE FOLLOWING BANDS HAVE GENEROUSLY DONATED  
THEIR TIME TO THIS WORTHY CAUSE 

 

Bubs McKeg 
Navy veteran, winner of the 2008, Western PA Blues Society IBC Competition  

 

Shot O' Soul 
Featuring Jim Franciscus, navy veteran 

 

Ms. Freddye and Blue Faze 
 winners of the West Virginia Blues Society IBC Competition 

Featuring Chris Nacy, air force veteran  
(Ms. Freddye Stover and John Erskine of Blue Faze are employees of VA Pittsburgh) 

 
Join us for an afternoon of foot tapping, hand clapping and floor dancing while helping our Veterans. 

 
Donations may be sent to the Jim Franciscus @ BSWPA at PO Box 979787, Pittsburgh, PA 15227....  

please note on your check : “Fisher House Building Fund.” 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FRIDAY - 8/07/09 
5:00 pm ...................................................... Eden Brent 
6:30 pm ................................................... John Nemeth 
8:00 pm ................................. The Soul Of John Black 
9:30 pm ................................................... Elvin Bishop 
SATURDAY - 8/08/09 
Noon ...................................... IBC Solo / Duo Winner 
1:00 pm ....................................................... Mikey Jr. 
2:30 pm ....................................... David Jacobs Strain 
4:00 pm ............................................... Delta Highway 
5:30 pm .................. Saffire the Uppity Blues Women 
7:00 pm .................................... Ronnie Baker Brooks 
8:30 pm ................................................. Walter Trout 
10::00 pm ............................................... Bobby Rush  
SUNDAY - 8/10/08 
1:00 pm .......................................... IBC Band Winner 
2:30 pm ................................... Moreland & Arbuckle 
4:00 pm ................................................. Ruthie Foster 
5:30 pm ......................... Magic Slim & the Teardrops 
7:00 pm ............................................. Sonny Landreth 
8:30 pm .......................... The Fabulous Thunderbirds 
 

SECOND STAGE WILL FEATURE LOCAL AND 
REGIONAL ACTS AFTER JAM AND MORE 

FOR MORE INFO OR TICKETS 
HERITAGEMUSICFEST.COM 

304.232.8705 
 
 
 

Correct Answer a.)  - Burnett became a Chicago blues legend as 
Howlin’ Wolf.  He was a powerful force, a total original whose 
style has spawned loving imitators like the late Booba Barnes and 
Tail Dragger, among many others.  
  Not too well known are the early recordings he made in 
Memphis, first with Sam Phillips and then with Joe Bihari of 
Modern Records and his top talent scout, one Ike Turner.  While 
nothing about the Wolf could ever be called “polished,” these 
sides are even more raw and stripped down than what he did in 
Chicago.  
  “House Rockin” Blues” begins with a great bit of boogie-
woogie piano (presumably by Turner) and this classic intro:  
“Good evenin’ everybody, the Wolf is comin’ in town.  You 
haven’t never seen the Wolf.”  It choogles along with some 
quintessential Wolf rapping, as he exhorts the band to “blow your 
top.”                                                             ~ Cary Wolfson 

 
 
 
 

 
Kudos to the BSWPA! 
  
The Blues from the burg' compilation CD was recently 
recognized in the April/ May edition of Blues Revue, 
The World's Blues Magazine. Way to go, Jim Weber. 
Thanks for this being another BSWPA achievement! 
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TRIVIA ANSWER  (from page 10) 
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TRIVIA ANSWERS  - 1- C -Muddy Waters 2 - D- Watermelon Slim 3- F-Jimmy Rogers 4- G-Howlin Wolf  
5 J-Junior Wells 6-H- Koko Taylor 7-B- Bo Diddley 8--E- Taj Mahal 9-A-Etta James 10 -I- Dr. John 


