IN THIS ISSUE . ..

%

&" '(')*+** ,*-. /0-*12
&" 34 /546 (* 3*70(3894(:
" g% 83 '51 -'1*

[5<-*= --/< 68>*508. 390(: --/4' 083 *?831<
1" 8<(8=1510("#@ @ @ '51
" (*89-8. 8(5 -?27 (* 881 /3- -9*<
A" 878 '=-836-1 ?(88- --/4'083 *?8 31<

BLUES IS A HEALER TOUR
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COME OUT TO MOONDOG'S AND
SUPPORT THE BSWPA'S 2ND
ANNUAL
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CONTACTS US

President - James Hamel

24 j.hamel@bswpa.org

Vice President - Jim Franciscus

24 J.franciscus@bswpa.org
Membership Secretary — Jonnye Weber
24 j.weber@bswpa.org

Secretary — Barb Gangone

24 b.gangone@bswpa.org

Treasurer — Don Vecchio

24 d.vecchio@bswpa.org

Newsletter - Jim Weber

24 j.weber@bswpa.org

Webmaster — Paul Baughman / Maria Kovacs
24 webmaster@bswpa.org
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COMPETITION...2007
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JEFF KELLEY, ACOUSTIC BLUES
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COLOMBUS BLUES CHALLANGE 2007
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Traditional Acoustic Blues Festival
Presented by Columbus Blues Alliance
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HERITAGE MUSIC BLUESFEST 08
ANNOUNCES CONFIRMED ACTS
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PLACE YOUR AD HERE
QUARTERLY PUBLISHING SCHEDULE

NEXT ISSUE...APRIL 2008
SUBMISSION DEADLINE
March 10, 2008

ADVERTISING RATES
1/8 PAGE (3 %" W X 2" H) $35

Y, PAGE (3 5/8" W X 4 %" H) $60

Y2 PAGE (7 3/8” W X 4 %" H) $120

FREQUENCY AND PREPAYMENT
DISCOUNTS OF 10%-25% AVAILABLE

CALL FOR INFO.
724-378-8926
2golfers2@comcast.net

MEMBERS SURVEY
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AUSTIN ...THE REAL STORY
SHE SAID
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CD REVIEWS

This will be the first issue that we will review CDs
of local bands.
If your band has a new CD and you want it
reviewed in our
newsletter please send copy and all info to:

Jim Weber
79 Linmar Homes
Aliquippa, PA — 15001

CD Review - Mahajebee (Self Titled)
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CD Review: Craig King “The
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CD Review: Tinsley Ellis, “Moment of
Truth” - Alligator Records

| was thrilled to receive the first studio TinslEljis
CD in three years. As soon as | escaped with thelCD
put it in my car CD player. It was a rainy, coldini
and the first tune seemed to match the weatheard h
driving tune, “Say Too Much,” | enjoyed it and
couldn’t wait to hear what else he had to offereTh
next tune was okay but the third, “Get to the Boitb
was better. Nice ‘bottom’ to it (no pun intendeld).
had tough Tinsley-style lyrics, “when you get te th
bottom, won’t be nobody by your side’ with some
screaming guitar licks.

Next tune was a softer side of Tinsley. It was @bou
how hard it is to break up-even if you know it'sshe
“You're Gonna Thank Me.” | love this tune. Good
Lyrics, good beat, and some nice guitar work. “Tell
the Truth,” is next. It was a good tune but reminus
too much of “Lie to Me.”

Getting to the heart of

the CD (for me), tunes

seven and eight are

what make this a CD

I'll listen to over and

over. Firstis a

kick-you-in-the-teeth

tune with lyrics to

match, “instead of

bringing you home the

bacon, he’s tearing

her meat off the bone.” Easy Tinsley, Whoa, boy!
Hey, this is a tune | can listen to over and oveot..h
guitar (of course), hard vocals, just a typicalgiou
Ellis tune.

On many CD'’s there is one song that pulls me to it
over and over. Song eight, “Freeway Soul,” is saich
song for me. It is bluesier than the other songghmn
CD. First, the beat starts to grab you; then thiedy
take over. It's about building the courage to leave
someone you know is losing their love for you. You
just want to get as far away as you can. His |yaies
more original than most heartbreak lyrics that you
would hear, (“You’re gonna miss me darlin’ when ypu
lose my lovin’ arms”). There are more tunes. | know
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that Tinsley’s versatility will reach all music fauon
one or more songs. I've listened to this CD attleas
dozen times in a week and I'm not ready to stop. S¢
grab a copy and let me know what you think. I'ddov
to hear others’ opinions, too. Email me at
d.vecchio@bswpa.ord.et me know what you think.
-- Don Vecchio

&2 & &

CD Review: Josh Boyd and the V.I.P. Band

- By Nancy Longo
These guys open up for many well-known national
acts that come to the Toledo/Detroit area. Theghav
played with Larry McCray. They have performed in
Memphis, The Mohican Blues Festival, and have b4
part of the Legendary Rhythm and Blues Cruise
numerous times. | love Bernard Allison, Shemekia
Copeland and Indigenous. Their CD’s are great, bu
do they really give the listener the true senseluit
they are like when you see them live? NO! Thides t
same. Josh is a little bluesier in person than veham
the CD. It is a good CD but his is a must see band.
They are mesmerizing! The rhythm section is so hg
and the band is just so in sync with each othesh’3o
vocals are a perfect fit.

“My Guitar Gently

Weeps,” is a

well-known song they

have taken and made

their own. It is heavy,

soulful and bluesy all

at t he same time. The

last four songs on the

CD are my personal

favorites. | love to listen to this CD on my fekt.
makes me want to move. | love this band.

Do not take my word for it...pack your toothbrush,
make a road trip. Toledo, Ohio is not out of redgh.
to this website at http://www.superboyd.com/. Get

their schedule...go see for yourself. Thank me later.

(This band was an entry in last year’s IBC in
Memphis. He created a lot of buzz in the “street.”)

—F
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CD Review: The Soul of John Black
CD....The Good Girl Blues - Yellow Dog
Records

When | received “The Good Girl Blues” by “The So
of John Black” from Yellow Dog Records, | had a C
on my player. | used my time reading the liner sote
and checking them out on Electric Blues and All
Music. There was nothing. The inside jacket listed
DJ Phizz Ed as playing turntables...strike one.
Another noted “all lead vocals, all guitars andrdsu
along with all songs written by John A. Bigham, AK
J.B., John Black, Black John...strike two. Nobody
needs four different names!

Only half listening after the

CD started, a smile came to

me. This guy reminded me

of “Blind Willie Johnson,”

whom | love...Blues over

easy with a side of gospel.

Like Willie, he had

something to say but was in no hurry...take your tin
and get the message across. “Down in the Holetsst
and finishes, (the short version), the CD. It redgith
me of Blind Willie's, “John the Revelator.”

J.B. is definitely a player. He does slide, acaustid
electric all with skill and emotion. He has greatals
and range. “One Hit” is way too close to “One Toke
over the Line,” in sound except that the drug afich
has changed. | love the dark humor in the lyrics....
‘Well, I was drivin’ down Santa Monica Way get a
little late night snack, pulled up on McKaven Aveun
in front of the burrito shack. | got the #1 witleeiand
beans and hot salsa to make it right. | looked ower
shoulder. She was off in the corner makin’ lovato
transvestite. One hit too many, my Lord, landedhzy
side of the road, landed in a pool of her own drool
She ain’t nothing but a heavy load.’

This CD must be taken as a whole. The sound isdas

as Blues, itself, but manages to come across sis fre
and clean. The mood shifts but never too far...at
times, dark but they leave the nightlight on fouyo

-- Jim Weber

D
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CD Review: Koko Taylor “Old School” -
Alligator Records

When | listen to a Koko Taylor CD for the first &m
| know two things are going to happen. First, she
will put a smile on my face with her lyrics — “littk

I’'m gonna buy me a mule to take the place of you.

Second, she will get me on my feet dancing. If my
wife is around, I'll grab her for a partner. If sise
not there, | belong to the school that promotes,
“Dance like nobody’s

watching”. The real

test comes on “Black

Rat” just try to stay

in your seat for this

one.

Knowing her physical
problems, | wasn'’t
sure she was up to
another CD. We saw

e #$" % &'(

her at the Tampa Bay Blues Festival and she was
close to 100%. Koko is without question one of the
greatest singers in blues. She kicks your butt and
pulls at your heartstrings, all while attacking her
music like a bulldog. Ms. Taylor is still raw and
intense.

The CD is straight out of the Chicago Blues mold,
Koko writes five of the songs herself and they rhalc
up well with the covers by the likes of Willy Dixpn
Sam Maghett, and E. G. Kight. Musicians on this
CD include Bob Margolin, Billy Branch, and

longtime sidekick Criss Johnson. Johnson’s guitaf
work on “All Your Love” is superb. Her vocals are
as gravely as ever. The “Queen of Blues” is noy opl
back but she is as good as ever.

&=

-- Jim Weber




