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Last year we had a long, 
talent-filled day at Ce-
falo’s in Carnegie for the 
IBCs (International 
Blues Challenge). This 
year, Jim Weber thought 

that we should expand and have four semi-
finals throughout Western Pennsylvania. As 
it turned out, we streamlined to two semis 
and a final. The first was at D’Vine wine in 
Pittsburgh, the second was at Kendrew’s in 
Aliquippa, the finals were at Moondog’s in 
Blawnox. We had more acts participate than 
ever before. In total, there were eighteen 
bands and eight solo/duo acts. The talent 
and diversity were incredible. We had bands 
enter that most of us had never heard before. 
We had bands that had been around for 
years. We had bands that were young and 
talented and improving. We were blessed 
with three outstanding days of music. The 
first two venues featured eighteen bands 

from all over the state and some from Ohio. 
We were treated to some imaginative and 
incredible talent proving how much talent 
that we have in the area. 
 
We had great crowds 
at all three venues. 
Between the three 
shows, there were 
over 350 people at-
tending, proving that 
the blues are alive 
and well in the ‘burg. 
I hope that the audi-
ence enjoyed it as 
much as I did. The 
semi-final winners were Craig King and 
Kings Ransom, Felix and the Hurricanes, 
Jill West and Blues Attack and Ron Yarosz 
and the Vehicle. The finals’ voting was so 
close between ALL four bands that I had to 
recheck the scoring three times. The winner 

was Felix and the Hurricanes from Altoona, 
PA. The solo/duo winner was Bubs McKeg 
and Dr. Blue who had two perfect scores 
and their other scores were near perfect. 
Way to go, guys! We also did a live feed 

from Moondog’s to our 
leader, Jim Weber, who 
was too ill to attend. He 
enjoyed it immensely. 
 
Good luck to our winners 
in Memphis next year. I 
hope to be there with 
them and hope that many 
of you can come support 
them as well. Thank you 

to all of the acts that made this year unfor-
gettable. Thanks to the fans that crowed the 
place to hear some great acts. 
 

~ Don Vecchio  

���������	
�� �
����������������������
	������ �

� ���� ���� �	
�� ���
� ��
�����
����� ����� ���
� ���	
��� ��� �	�
����� ���
�� ��
�� ���������
����
� ���� ������ 
	�	���	�
���
�� ���� ������� ���� ����
�

������
�����
���������



# �������������	�

 !�"#� ���
$����
���������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ������%��
�&	��'���(
��)�*
	������ �
���

  ������ �������	
���� 
��������������� �
MOVING  to the blues happened in 
Lawrenceville on May 31. The bene-
fit, co-sponsored by WPBSA and the 
VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System 
MOVE! team, 
was held with the 
intent to raise 
money for the 
construction of a 
Fisher House 
(aRonald 
McDonald house 
for veterans and 
their families). Almost $2,000.00 
was raised and donated toward fu-
ture Fisher House construction. 
What made this event something to 
remember? Why, excellent blues of 
course. 
Bubs 
McKeg, 
Shot O Soul, 
and Ms. 
Freddye and 
Blue Faze 

gave their time 
and talent, get-
ting us off our 
feet and MOV-

ING for a 
cause. 
 
Many 
wonderful 
Chinese auction prizes were avail-
able, as the community was gener-
ous in donations of passes, admis-
sion tickets, baskets, sports memora-

bilia, and artwork. A successful 50/50 auc-
tion was held. 
 
A special thank you to the Lawrenceville 
MOOSE for generously opening their 

doors for this cause, and to the Law-
renceville VFW, who made delicious 
food, donating the food and their time 
in service to attendees.  
 

~ Melanie Erskine 
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The walls were painted black. Three 
and four foot tall candles were every-
where. New Orleans lanterns were 

mounted on the walls, 
Mardi Gras beads 
were hanging from 
the ceiling fans and 
lamp posts were sta-

tioned near that very awesome song-
writer/singer/ acoustic player. We lis-
tened to strains of “I can’t hold on 
much longer. You give me a real good 
feeling…talk to me baby.” We felt 
right at home. The singer and the pa-
trons that were seated in the room 
were “surprised” when Jim and I 
started to clap. I was won over when 
the man played Eric Clapton’s un-
plugged version of “Layla.” The room 
was very quiet. The people were there 
to share a bottle of wine, sip some rich 
beers and listen to the music. The 
“clapping thing” soon caught on as the 
room filled. 
 
We went back the next evening to 
sample the music of an energetic 
player who specialized in the songs 
from the Joe Cocker songbook… 
“Maybe I’m crazy, maybe you’re 

crazy, and maybe we’re crazy…” By 
chance, we were seated beside the 
owner, Loree Breitmeyer-Jones. At 
the break, I seized the chance to ask 
her a few questions about the blues in 
Europe. Originally Houston, Texas 
native, she had opened this club six-
teen years earlier. My question to 
Loree, “Okay, what is an American 
girl doing in Prague???” Loree replied 
that she had been working in Wash-
ington, D.C when the Iron Curtain 
had fallen. She said that it was a 
“great time” for American entrepre-
neurs to get into the hospitality field 
in Eastern Europe. Her concept was to 
develop a high end product that had 
an American style pub-like feel with a 
menu that included the flavors of 
Southern, Tex-Mex and Creole cook-
ing. The music followed. 
 
“The people here are amazing! The 
locals are very supportive of live mu-
sic. It has been a wild ride!” she ex-
claimed. She continued to say that 
jazz is for the more conservative 
Europeans. Those that love the blues 
are very supportive of live music. 
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During interviews, many 
national performers often 
talk about how the blues are 

thriving in Europe and places beyond. Jim 
and I decided to fly the nine-hour trek across 
the “big pond” in search of the blues… 
 
It was a cold, sunny day in late September 
when we landed in Prague. (Yes, Prague of 
the Czech Republic.) Some people travel to 
see castles, experience the culture, buy sou-
venirs and try the cuisine. Some look for 
blues. As globetrotters we always tried to 
combine all of the above (at least I did and 
pulled Jim along kicking and screaming). We 
slowly worked our way through winding 
brick and cobble stone streets lined with cen-
tury old buildings that included old shops, 
cafes and many pubs looking for blues. Jim 
said that it would never happen…finding 
“good” blues. I knew it would. Tucked in 
various little places on tiny, hidden streets of 
the old city we found little pubs and upscale 
clubs that most of you would really enjoy. 
 
Our first stop was at 
Red, White and 
Blues. While look-
ing for the highly 
recommended Trum-
pett Club, we had taken a wrong turn at the 
tobacco shop and another at the pastry shop. 
We walked for quite awhile and at the point 
of giving up, found ourselves standing out-
side a quaint, white washed pub that sat 
across the tiny walkway from a very plush 
hotel. We walked into what looked like an 
Irish Pub with green walls, tiled floors, pic-
tures of jazz and blues players on the walls, 
and Koko Taylor images glazed onto the 
wooden tables. Peter, the English bartender 
who had followed his Czech wife home to 
Prague, urged us to step out onto the heated, 
garden terrace. He claimed that the house 
specialty was Blues music and Cajun food. 
The rich sounds of the music were seeping 
into the Pub area and we were “itching” for a 
“good dose of the blues. The rich, engaging 
sounds that were oozing towards us had us 
expecting a band. We were amazed to find 
that it was a one-man show. The sounds of 
the “Bubs McKeg of Prague” beckoned us in. 
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They are more internally entwined with 
the music and welcome American, Ca-
nadian and British Blues. The Blues in 
Europe does not have to compete with 
Country and Western music. The 
Americans in the States lean heavily 
towards that type and it dilutes the mar-
ket for the rest of the music genres. The 
dark haired American beauty added, 
“There is a real culture here (in Europe) 
for live music. If you are a performer, 
you have to perform. There is live mu-
sic, non-stop, seven days a week in 
most cities.” The venues are so plentiful 
in Europe that it is worthwhile for trav-
eling bands to frequent the cities and 
towns in each region. The venues are 
constantly networking to connect with 

bands “on 
the road” to 
m i n i m i z e 
what they 
pay and to 
reduce the 
b a n d s ’ 
c o s t s . 
A me r i c a n 
bands can 
record in 
Europe for 
much lower 
fees than in 
the States. 
An added 
plus is that 
the monies 
paid to the 
bands are 
not taxed. 
 
We stum-
bled upon 

the Trumpett (also known as Ungelt) 
quite by accident later that evening. 
Again, we had taken a wrong turn down 
a windy little “alley.” I knew that we 
were getting close when the sound of 
the blues was drifting up from a cellar 
window, filling the night air. I was 
drawn towards the music as if in a hyp-
notic trance. We circled the building 
until we found the entrance. Yes, it was 
finally the Trumpett. After paying a 
total of twenty-five dollars cash at the 
door (no credit cards), we gingerly 
made our way down three, steep flights 
of stairs into the inner depths of the old 
building. We first passed through the 

“upper base-
ment” that 
housed a 
summer gar-
den and sev-
eral bars. 
Finally we 
reached the 
bottom floor 
( c e l l a r ) . 
There was a 
s u s p e nd e d 
wooden bal-
cony. We 
traveled so 
far down 
into the Ro-
manesque , 
underground 
vault that I 
was woozy from the descent. The 
“club” had walls that were covered with 
stones. Arched ceilings gave the old, 
sagging ceiling a charming, quaint look. 
We soon found ourselves seated at a 
rickety, wooden table. The stage was 
almost as big as the room. Burgundy, 
velvet was used as the backdrop to the 
stage. Turkish rugs were strewn across 
the stage. We were soon listening to the 
sounds of rockin’ blues. The tunes were 
heavily laced with unique contributions 
from the three guitar slingers and a very 
“driven” harp player. People flowed in, 
people flowed out.  They danced to the 
music as they found a seat. This little 
“basement oasis” held about forty peo-
ple. The waitress moved in time with 
the music. The band announced that 
they would be back in less than fifteen 
minutes. We were amazed that they 
took such a short break. A new set of 
players took the stage. The new singer 
sounded like John Pergal. It was a 
good, solid sound. The harp player 
sounded like a Johnny Rooster/ Perry 
Salati combination. We were amazed 
that the patrons refrained from talking 
during the performances. They were 
extremely attentive and showed the mu-
sicians their appreciation. It was a great 
night of music…a double header for a 
blues fan. As we left, I noted that some-
times we throw caution to the wind. 
How different the Europeans were. For 
safety reasons, we Americans would 
never experience the ambiance of a club 
three levels below the street with can-

dles burning everywhere. There were 
definitely no escape routes…but that is 
what makes the experience into an ad-
venture. 
 
Across from our hotel we ended each 
evening at the Metropolitan Grill. The 
upscale, trendy lounge had twenty-five 
foot ceilings, black trimmed windows, 
and parquet floors. Lively, colorful mu-
rals of Count Basie, Miles Davis, Ray 
Charles, Etta Cox and B.B King cov-
ered the walls. The trendy, young audi-
ence was enjoying Mojitos, cosmos, 
beers, wines, espressos and cappucci-
nos. Old timers like ourselves peppered 
the room. We all managed to blend in 
and enjoy the music. Each night they 
had some type of blues. One night a 
single played. He had a T-Bone Walker 
sound. The next evening a duo enter-
tained with the mellow likes of, “The 
Thrill is Gone.” They had very different 
takes on the old standards of Blues. The 
last night, a trio entertained. They took 
rock songs and gave them a very inter-
esting twist of blues. Yes, the blues is 
alive and well in Europe …even as far 
as Eastern Europe. Who would have 
thought? It was an added pleasure to see 
the “wonders of the world” and to ex-
perience a wonderful “dose” of the 
blues.  

~ Jonnye Weber     
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Robert Cray: Hi Don. This is Robert 
Cray. 
Don Vecchio: Hi Robert. Welcome 
back to the States. How did the Blues 
go in Japan? 
RC: Thanks. The Blues are always wel-
comed with open arms in Japan. 
DV: Really? I had heard a bit but had 
no idea. Has it been that way for a while 
or has it been recent? 
RC: Oh, for many years. I first played 
in Japan in the early 80’s with John Lee 
Hooker. There was a huge line of peo-
ple with old John Lee albums to be 
signed. 
DV: That’s incredible. I know you have 
a bittersweet story about Johnny Guitar 
Watson while you were performing in 

Japan. 
RC: Yes, I was scheduled along with 
him at the Japan Blues Carnival (1996). 
I met him on the elevator and was ex-
cited. Later that night, he died on stage. 
It was such a tragedy. 
DV: I’m sorry to hear that. He was a 
great talent and a good person, I’m sure. 
Speaking of great talents, I was watch-
ing an incredible video on 
YouTube. The longer it 
went, the more amazed I 
was. It was listed as “Let 
the Good Times Roll” BB 
King and Albert King. I 
started watching. One by 
one comes- Junior Wells, 
you, Dr. John, Etta James, 
KoKo Taylor, Ry Cooder, Willie 
Dixon! WOW! Where and when was 
that filmed? How did they assemble all 
that talent on one stage? 
(http:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?
v+k610AxIEBtw) 
RC: Oh, yeah. That was the Grammy 
Awards back in the late 80’s. There was 
that wild sax player, too. 

DV: Big Jay McNeely-he was crawling 
backwards on the stage while playing. 
RC: That’s it exactly! (laughs) 
DV: You know you all sounded like 
you’d been playing together for years. 
How can you all do that with short prac-
tice time? 
RC: It’s easy. You practice for an after-
noon and you’re so scared you’ll be the 

one who screws up. You play the best 
you possibly can (laughs). The hardest 
part was that Ry Cooder and I tried to 
adjust to the way Albert King tunes his 
guitar. It was different and a little diffi-
cult. 
DV: Robert, You have a pretty unique 
style on guitar and your music, itself. I 
really can’t (Cont’d on page 5) 

After waiting for Robert Cray to return 
from a tour in Japan, I finally got a call 
so we could talk. 
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look at any performer and say, “That’s 
where Robert Cray got his style.” Who 
were your influences? 
RC: Well, that’s tough to pinpoint. My 
father was in the Army in Germany. 
That’s where I first got into music. We 
listened to Armed Forces radio. 
There was a mix: my dad liked 
Sara Vaughan and Ray Charles; 
my mother liked the singers like 
Sam Cooke and the Dixie Hum-
mingbirds. It was from 1961-
1963. I played the piano back then. Af-
ter that, we moved back to Washington 
State. I quit the piano and picked up the 
guitar. I wanted to be a Beatle. 
DV: (laughing) I think we all did back 
then. 
RC: True, but then I listened and played 
Jimi Hendrix. He was from the area. 
The following year we moved to New-
port News, Virginia and then I joined 
my first band. We played Hendrix and 
other rock. Then we moved back to 

Washington and got together with 
friend, Bobby Murray, who later played 
guitar for Etta James on tour. We played 
together through school. We were intro-
duced to the music of Buddy Guy, 
Magic Sam, Albert King, Albert Collins 
and more. That’s where the blues influ-
ence kicked in. In 1974, I formed the 

Robert Cray Band.  
DV: So, it’s tough to pinpoint one per-
son as your main influence? 
RC: Well, if I had to pick one person, 
I’d say Albert Collins. Love his great 
style on guitar. 
DV: Good choice, I love the Iceman. 
DV: Do you prefer playing before a live 
audience, where it’s possible for errors, 
faulty equipment and tired from tour-
ing…or playing in a studio where you 

can take your time and perfect your mu-
sic? 
RC: Oh, live for sure. Live is where it’s 
at! Even if you’re worn from the road, 
once you get on stage you get and 
adrenalin rush. You have no idea where 
it comes from but it’s there; even three 
hours after you’re done, you still are try-
ing to wind down. (laughs) 
DV: That’s great. I think it’s easy to tell 
the bands who love playing for an audi-
ence. I’ve seen it. 
RC: Oh, yes. I have too. As far as the 
studio…”you’ll never attain perfection.” 
So just go out and play the best you can! 
DV: One more interesting item-I under-
stand you had your big screen debut in 
Animal House 
RC: Oh yes, I was the bass player in 
Otis Day and the Knights .They were 
filming that near where I lived. 
DV: Thank you, Robert. I can’t wait to 
see you perform. 
RC: Thank you, we’re looking forward 
to it. 

 ~ Don Vecchio�
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FRIDAY - August 7, 2009 
5:00 pm ...................................................... Eden Brent 
6:30 pm ................................................... John Nemeth 
8:00 pm ................................. The Soul Of John Black 
9:30 pm ................................................... Elvin Bishop 
SATURDAY - August 8, 2009 
Noon ...................................... IBC Solo / Duo Winner 
1:00 pm ....................................................... Mikey Jr. 
2:30 pm ....................................... David Jacobs Strain 
4:00 pm ............................................... Delta Highway 
5:30 pm .................. Saffire the Uppity Blues Women 
7:00 pm .................................... Ronnie Baker Brooks 
8:30 pm ................................................. Walter Trout 
10:00 pm ............................................... Bobby Rush  
SUNDAY - August 9, 2009 
1:00 pm .......................................... IBC Band Winner 
2:30 pm ................................... Moreland & Arbuckle 
4:00 pm ................................................. Ruthie Foster 
5:30 pm ......................... Magic Slim & the Teardrops 
7:00 pm ............................................. Sonny Landreth 
8:30 pm .......................... The Fabulous Thunderbirds 
 

SECOND STAGE WILL FEATURE LOCAL 
AND REGIONAL ACTS AFTER JAM AND 

MORE 
FOR MORE INFO OR TICKETS  

WWW.HERITAGEMUSICFEST.COM 
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The Ty Curtis Band had just 
wowed the massive crowd at 
the 2009 IBC’s finals in Mem-
phis, Tennessee. After a long 
day of competition, it was 
announced that the Ty Curtis 
Band had taken second place 
in the band category. They 
were young, energetic and 
played a type of music that 
made you feel good as you 
listened…not overpowering, 
good vocals and great instrumentation. Af-
ter hearing their set, I immediately leapt out 
of my seat and raced to the CD kiosk in the 

lobby. Luckily, I was the proud owner of 
one of their last available CDs. Their re-
cording was sold out. Wow! That was im-
pressive. (They had gone on early in the 
day and the sellout was a very good sign of 
what was to come.) 

 
On a recent afternoon, I 
decided to take a long 
drive and give their CD, 
“down on my luck” a 
listen. The CD lived up to 
the caliber of the Ty Cur-
tis Band’s live perform-
ance or I should say that 
the performance lived up 
to the well-produced CD. 
Again, the sounds of the 
instruments did not over-

power the vocals. The guitar licks were 
smooth and impressive and blended well 
with the harp and keyboard contributions. 
The vocals were clear and not raspy. It pro-

vided a great listening experience. Ty Cur-
tis wrote eleven songs on the CD and col-
laborated on the remaining two selections. 
Located in Oregon, the CD began with a 
few upbeat West-Coast style swing tunes. It 
soon had me smiling and tapping my way 
through traffic. Upbeat shuffles and slower, 
heartfelt tunes balanced out the swing se-
lections for a very well balanced musical 
representation. You owe it to yourself to 
hear this one. Look for this band to do more 
in the future. (Such is their fate. I predict 
the winner at the finals every year. My first 
place pick, however, has always placed 
second. Sorry, Ty.)  

 
~  Jonnye Weber 
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Paid Online 

Yearly membership dues are $20 
Please submit your dues with this application in 
person, by mail, or online at www.bswpa.org 
 
Method of Payment 

Check enclosed 

First Name 

Address 

Phone 

Last Name 

City, State, Zip 

Email 

Do you have any skills you feel would benefit the BSWPA? 

Would you like to help at BSWPA events or Committees? 
        YES                                  NO 

  

What instrument? 

Do you play the Blues?                         YES                         NO   

Band Name? 

Are you in a band?                                YES                        NO   

Your profession? 

 
BLUES SOCIETY 
P. O. BOX 97978 

PITTSBURGH, PA 15227 
 

www.bswpa.org 
 

How would you like to receive the Newsletter?  
                     MAIL                                EMAIL 
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